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TEDxKC and the Nelson-
Atkins Museum of Art teamed up 
to put on the TEDxYouthKC “Be-
yond The Truth” in the auditorium 
of the Nelson on Nov.15.  Among 
the many presenters, Miege senior 
Manion Kuhn spoke about social 
media’s influence over today’s so-
ciety. 

What is TEDx? “TEDx is a 
partnership between TED and in-
dependent organizers to create 
community based events to spread 
ideas,” Manion explains.  “The 
concept behind TED is that ideas, 
if they are to work, are meant to be 
spread.  If you haven’t heard of TED 
before, you should educate your-
self about the work it does.” 

TED was started by Rich-
ard Saul Wurman, an architect 
and graphic designer, who wanted 
a convergence of technology, en-
tertainment and design. The first 
TED talk was in 1984, where the 
Apple Macintosh computer was 
first demonstrated and the Sony 
compact disc was demo-ed. Since 
then, the talks have spread around 
the world; they’ve been given in 
more than 100 languages.  TEDx is 
a branch of the original TED talks 
that is more directed to the com-
munity in which they are being 
given.  More than 130 countries 
have held TEDxtalks as of 2014 with 
30,000+ films in the TEDx library.  

 The Teen Advisory Group 
at the Nelson-Atkins, which plans 
events and programs for all teens 
throughout the Kansas City area, 
assisted with planning this par-
ticular event.  The TEDxKC talk 
focused on going past what we 

know to be true and to explore fur-
ther into the unknown, hence the 
theme “Beyond The Truth.”

 Manion’s talk and perfor-
mance art piece focused on the ef-
fect of technology on today’s gen-
eration.  “The big idea contained 
in my talks is my belief that we 
arrived at a socio-cultural tipping 
point.  My generation can choose 
to either follow previous genera-
tions charging blindly ahead with 

technological innovations, or set 
our own standards for what we 
believe the authentic human ex-

perience should be in 
the Information Age,” 
Kuhn said.  She believes 
that our lives should be 
more than having several 
hours of screen time a 

day and marveling over 
“robots that can make 
cappuccinos.”  
 Kuhn also per-
formed an art piece re-

lating to the topic of her talk.  Dur-
ing intermission, Manion situated 
herself in the center of the foyer 
with an old keyboard.  She then 
proceeded to remove the keys us-
ing actual door keys, shouting 
the letters and word as the key 
detached from the keyboard and 
went scattering across the floor.   

“My primary objective for this per-
formance was to force the viewer 
to question why I would destroy 
a useful piece of technology and 
whether its destruction was valid or 
not,” Manion explained.  Although 
a few guests might have been puz-
zled, the majority of the audience 
seemed captivated by the demon-

stration.  When 
asked about 
how her perfor-
mance went, 
Kuhn stated 
simply that she 
expects quite 
a bit from her 
viewers, but her 
usual audience 
is somewhat fa-
miliar with con-
temporary and 
post-I nternet 
art, so her per-
formances are 
usually well re-
ceived. 
 Overall, she 
thought the 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
was a success.  
“I’m very satis-
fied with my ex-

perience, but it caused me to real-
ize that I no longer have the luxury 
of being quiet or submissive,” Ma-
nion said.  “I have to actively pro-
mote my work and have it received 
for it to be valid and meaningful.”

 Manion’s TED talk, and the 
other talks from TEDxYouthKC will 
be posted online at some point in 
the near future.  

N e w s
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 Suicide made international 
news this summer when beloved 
actor Robin Williams took his own 
life. People around the world were 
surprised and dismayed. But not 
many were personally affected, 
knowing Williams only from mov-
ies and television. When two stu-
dents from Olathe Northwest took 
their lives only weeks ago, the is-
sue became much more poignant. 
A very personal note was struck as 
families and friends were remind-
ed of the tragedy of suicide.
 Teens are at especially 
high risk for suicide. According to 
Suicide Awareness Voices of Edu-
cation (SAVE), an organization ded-
icated to suicide prevention, sui-
cide is the second leading cause of 
death for people ages 15-24. SAVE 
also reported that 20% of this age 
group had seriously considered 
suicide.
 What causes such a dra-
matic number of suicides in young 
adults? One prominent reason is 
substance abuse. Drugs and alco-
hol often exacerbate underlying 
issues in teenagers. The most com-
mon of these underlying issues is 
depression, which is the strongest 
risk factor for suicide. Depression 
is an affliction that affects 20% of 
teens. Of those who suffer from 
depression, 15% will die by suicide. 
Other risk factors, according to 
Healthline, include abuse (emo-
tional, physical, or sexual), family 
history of mental illness, stressful 
events, and even exposure to

 others who 
have commit-
ted suicide.

 These statistics paint a 
bleak picture of the teenage world, 
as the numbers have reached an 
intimidatingly high level. But that’s 
not to say there isn’t hope. Suicide 
is preventable. 
 When the causes of sui-
cide are targeted and combated, 
teens are put at an advantage over 
the tragedy. Depression, for exam-
ple, can be treated very success-

fully. In fact, 80% of those treated 
for depression respond positively. 
Though treating depression is a 
medical process, it doesn’t require 
a professional to save a life.
 Parents, teachers, and 
peers can prevent a suicide as well, 
they only need to recognize warn-
ing signs. A warning sign is a be-
havior that signals suicidal thought 
or intention. The American Acade-
my of Child & Adolescent Psychia-

try cites “changes in eating and 
sleeping habits; withdrawal from 
friends, family, and regular activi-
ties; marked personality change; 
and self harm” all as warning signs. 
 Once one or more of these 
behaviors has been observed, the 
most pressing course of action is 
to initiate an open conversation in 
which care is expressed, according 
to the National Alliance on Mental 

Illness (NAMI). NAMI stresses that 
addressing the issue of suicide is 
the best option and that ignoring 
the problem is more likely to ag-
gravate the matter. It is a miscon-
ception that talking about suicide 
outright will make things worse, in 
fact, it accomplishes the opposite.
 At Miege, SADD does its 
part to raise awareness. The orga-
nization, moderated by Mr. Charlie 
Sailler, is dedicated to mitigating 

the harmful issues that affect teens 
— including substance abuse, dis-
tracted driving and suicide. Each 
month the club focuses on a spe-
cific issue, and in December, that 
issue is suicide. SADD plans to cre-
ate posters that promote positiv-
ity and outline warning signs, and 
place them around the school.
 The Guidance department 
is also available to offer a helping 
hand. The guidance counselors 
are trained to listen and advice 
students feeling depressed or 
stressed.
 

Avoid the permanent solution to a temporary problem 

Human connection > internet connection
Our generation must decide whether losing ourselves 

to technology is more important than experiencing reality 
Preventing a leading cause of death among teens 

By: ANDREWGLEASON

CO-EDITOR

By: lucydoll

staff writer

SADD has created informative signs to spread awareness about suicide prevention. 
These are posted in the landing above the foods room.
Photo by Lauren Rupp 

• For youth between the ages of 
10 and 24, suicide is the third 
leading cause of death. 

• Suicide results in approxi-
mately 4600 lives lost per year. 
Of reported suicides, 81 % of 
the deaths are male, 19% are 
female.

• Females are more likely to try 
to commit suicide than males.

• 16% of students reported seri-
ously considering suicide, 13% 
reported making a plan, and 8% 
attempted to kill themselves in 
the past year.

SUICIDE 
FACTS

From the Centers 
for Disease Control 

and Prevention

Senior Manion Kuhn speaks out in 
a TEDx presentation on the impor-
tance of disconnecting from technol-
ogy.   Photos by Rachel Kauffman 
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 Although their season might not start 
until Jan. 3, Miege’s Robotics team 
1997 is already hard at work.  
 They hosted an event for 
Girl Scouts who are interested 
in robotics on Saturday, Nov. 
15.  Twenty-six girls grades 2-7 
were able to drive the robot, 
compete in a game using VEX 
robots, make their own buttons, 
make jewelry out of metal, 
participate in problem-solving 
activities, and program a game. 
 This all was to promote 
STEM (Science Technology 
Engineering and Math) in girls 
and in the community as a whole. 
“Outreach is a really important 
part of our program, not only 
to educate the people of our 
community, but hopefully to get them involved 
as well,” said Brianna Wallace. The team is 
doing more grade school outreach this year 
than they have in the past.
 Currently, the team has also built a giant 
advent wreath for the front of Bishop Miege.  
They want to not only promote robotics, but the 
school’s faith.
 This year’s robotics captain is senior 
Brianna Wallace. “My hopes are to build a 

capable robot that demonstrates all the hard 
work and skill and dedication that went into 
making it,” she said.   
 Team 1997 has an entire student 
leadership team this year that calls themselves 
the “Bridge Crew.”  This is the second year 

that they have tried this system, and it worked 
exceptionally well. The crew is made up 
of the heads of the different departments 
within robotics, acting as managers over their 
respective departments.  
  “Robotics is a lot like a business because 
we have different people who are assigned 
to different jobs, and those people make up 
teams, and we are all working towards one main 
goal,” Wallace explained.  “If we don’t have the 

efficiency of a small business, we don’t reach 
our full potential.”
 The returning Bridge Crew members, 
Wallace and senior Elliot Vanderford, are 
using their experience from last year to help 
improve this year’s team. The rest of this 

year’s crew is Shop lead Michael 
Heinzman,  Safety captain Nick 
Murdoch, Marketing leads 
Anna Shramek and Jenny Lim, 
Communications lead Victoria 
Gomerdinger, and Programming 
lead Luke Garrison. 
 Bridge Crew is also in charge of the 
actual building of the robot.  “Elliot 
helps me coordinate what’s going 
on with the robot to what’s going on 
with the rest of the ‘business’ that is 
robotics,” Brianna said about their 
system of organization. 
 The kickoff date for this year is 
Jan. 3, when the team watches a 
nationally broadcast video to find 
out what this year’s game is. They 
then have 6 weeks to build a robot. 

The competition that Team 1997 will participate 
in is the Kansas City Regional at the Metropolitan 
Community College - Business and Technology 
Center on March 12-14, 2015.
 Brianna is excited for this season, “We 
have a really great team this year, and if we are 
on the same page and give our all into building 
something to be proud of then I believe it will 
show in the final product, and we will go far in the 
competition.”

By: lucydoll

staff writer

 

 As I walk into the Media 
Center on a brisk and cloudy No-
vember afternoon, 
I am pleasantly 
greeted by a con-
fident and profes-
sional young man, 
my nemesis.  He is 
setting up a game 
of chess for the both 
of us.  His name is 
Adam, Adam Al-
bright, and he is 
a freshman chess 
phenomenon and 
also my most re-
cently made enemy.  
 I sit down, 
and he greets me 
with an unwaver-
ing handshake and 
a serious look in his 
eye.  He says sim-
ply, “You want to go first, or should 
I?”  Obviously aware of this kid’s 
tremendous ability from the hype 
around town and the two massive 
trophies that stand next to me on 
top of the bookshelves, I make an 
apprehensive decision to go first.  
 Placing first at the State 
tournament in Wichita last year 
for his grade, tying for second in 
Nationals at age 10 for his rating 
group, and earning second in the 
Missouri State tournament for K-12 
in 2012, Adam has been ranked in 
the top 10 for Kansas in K-12 for the 
last five years.   
 Pawn out.  He counters 
with a quick pawn out. It’s almost 
as if he knows what he’s doing.  
With a shaky hand I go for the 
knight and hop him over my right 
line of pawns.  Adam returns the 
favor with another quick pawn out.  

At this point I’m 
just hoping he 
hasn’t found 
any of my weak-
nesses, I say 

this as he stares me down with an 
almost comical look.  Adam tells 
me, “You must look for weakness-
es, not only your opponent’s, 
but you own. Your opponent 
can exploit your weaknesses, 
but if you exploit theirs first, 

they will have too much to defend.”
A couple moves here, and a couple 
moves there, and all of a sudden I 
think I have a game on my hands, 
but, oh, how I am so wrong. I make 
the castle (rook and king trade 
places).  Adam must have suspect-
ed I would do this because I can tell 
he goes in for the kill with a swift 
queen.      
 He sternly announces, 
“check” and about three moves 
later, he declares his abrupt victo-
ry with an astute “checkmate” and 
a fearless handshake.  I glimpse at 
the board trying to uncover some 
sort of way out of this horrific 
mess, but he’s right; there is noth-
ing I can do.  I shake his hand and 
say in a somber voice, “props,” and 
then begin to sob and lament my 
failure in front of the rather large 
crowd that has surrounded the ta-
ble.  
 I’m just kidding I would 
never do that (at least not with five 
or more onlookers).  But as I gather 
myself, I ask Adam how he became 

so exceptional at chess, and he re-
plies, “Well, I do take lessons.”  
 Yes, trust me he surely 

d o e s .  
“My fa-
v o r i t e 
part of 
playing 
chess is 
the fact 
t h a t 
you can 
s t u d y 
y o u r 
w h o l e 
life, yet 
there’s 
still go-

ing to be more to learn,” he states.  
 “All right, Adam, I have one 
last question, what’s your over-
arching plan for the Chess Club 
in your next four years at Miege?” 
I ask.  “I want to make a statement 
that chess is just as competitive 

and important as other sports,” he 
states positively, “I want to make 
chess more prominent at the 
school.”      
 You have your big and ac-
complished sports names around 
the school such as Dawson Down-
ing, Ryan Willis, Cailey Grunhard, 
Reggie Byers, Alston Jones, Marco 
Marquez, Shelbe Piggie to name a 
few, but what about a chess star?  
Well, is he accomplished?  Has 
he won anything noteworthy? Yes.  
Is he a high-profile figure outside 
of Miege for chess?  Yes.  Why 
shouldn’t he be compared and 
placed up with the big shots that 
we watch every Friday night? Go 
play him in chess.  Well, why are he 
and the chess team, and all other 
smaller competing clubs for that 
matter, not being recognized for 
their impressive accomplishments 
as other sports do? I think I have 
you convinced.           

By: ANdrewJezak

Staff Writer

    
     

 A select pair of Miege’s talented vocal-
ists—Bridget Hannon and Audrey Voravong—
are singing their way to success. Auditions for 
District Choir were held on Saturday, Nov. 15 
at Olathe East High School for all schools in 
the Northeast Kansas District. This included 
all Olathe, Shawnee Mission and Blue Valley 
schools and others such as Atchison and Tope-
ka, more than 500 students. 
 Singers entered a room with three judg-
es, who were stationed behind a screen so that 
the auditions were “blind.” At auditions, stu-

dents were judged on everything from intona-
tion to pitch accuracy. Competition was tough, 
but the two Stag singers ended up qualifying to 
compete at District Choir. 
 Qualifiers sophomore Bridget Hannon 
and junior Audrey Voravong, auditioned with a 
variety of songs. The first song was a traditional 
English hymn entitled “Lift Your Voice in Praise 
and Thanksgiving.” The second piece was Lat-
in, called “O filii et filae.” The third song the 
girls auditioned with was a Russian piece titled 
“Come Let Us Worship.”
 District choir was Saturday, Dec. 6, at 
Shawnee Mission Northwest High School. 
Bridget said the two girls had gone to a conven-
tion at Baker University to help fine tune their 

vocal chords for their big audition. Mrs. Robin 
Christie, vocal director,  also gave the girls op-
portunities to work on their pieces with her 
after school. They say they are both thankful 
that their hard work paid off. At District Choir, 
Bridget and Audrey performed seven songs.
 To prepare for the actual District Choir 
event, Bridget said, “I’m practicing the songs 
weekly to get familiar with them. Before I per-
form, I always drink a bunch of water and warm 
up my voice with some scales. I also say a little 
prayer to God, hoping every-
thing goes well.”

Driver Education
at Johnson County Community College

Drive Safe, Drive Smart
•  Kansas Board of Education certified instructors 

providing comprehensive training

 • 6 hours of driving

 • 6 hours of observation

 • 30 hours of classroom instruction

 •  Optional at-home pick-up/drop-off service  
for driving portion of training

 •  Automobile fleet includes a Toyota Prius hybrid  
car, which lessens the program’s carbon footprint 
while promoting sustainability

Course fee: $349. Register today for classes that 
begin in January and February!

For class dates and times visit  
www.jccc.edu/driver-training or call 913-469-4446

Johnson County Community College 
12345 College Blvd., Overland Park, KS 66210

By: Katiesullivan

staff writer

Stag singers perform at District Choir competition

Robotics shines a light on upcoming season Freshman chess phenomenon 

Miegian writer Andrew Jezak challenges freshman 

Adam Albright to a game of chess—and loses. 
Photo by Lucy Doll

A man who knows the next move...
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1. What is something no one knows about you?
I have an irrational fear of being tickled in my sleep.

2. Who is your role model and why?
My mom because she’s literally the funniest person I know. 

3. What do you want to do when you’re older?
I would really love to work as Princess Tiana in Disney World.

4. What is your favorite activity at Miege?
My favorite Miege activity is MQU.

5. What do you do in your free time?
I get cozy in my onsie and watch Netflix and Hulu.

6. What is the craziest thing you have ever done?
I was in a gang once,  and it was just me and Megan Moriarty;  it was the pole vault gang.

7. How many siblings do you have?
I have 4 sisters and one brother.

8. What’s your favorite part about having a big family?
I like having a big family for multiple reasons. It’s almost never boring, someone’s always getting into trouble. There’s 
always someone to blame for your crimes, and I never have to get my own water. 

9. What is your favorite type of music?
I really love ‘80s music, and I really like songs from musicals. 

10. Most embarrassing moment in high school?
My sophomore year Megan and I were practicing with hurdles, and my coach told me to go for it, so I did. I went to jump 
over the hurdle, but my leg caught on it. I fell forward, did a somersault, and then I just laid there as I let it sink in that I just 
wiped out in front of a group of juniors and seniors. 

What kind of car did you drive?
My father’s VW bus or my mother’s Opal 
station wagon 

What was your most memorable 
moment?
Going to Red Rock Amphitheater in Denver 
to see Three Dog Night in concert.

When did you know you wanted to be an 
English teacher?
I knew I wanted to be a teacher since the 
ninth grade. I didn’t choose English until 
college. Thought about history...

What were your favorite high school 
activities? 
I was on the drill team, yearbook, STUCO, 
and ran the STUCO candy shop through 
my senior year. I ate a package of twizzlers 
for lunch every day of my senior year while 
working in the candy shop.

What year did you turn 17?
1970

Where did you attend high school?
Central High School , Cheyenne, WY

What was your favorite TV show?
Mary Tyler Show/ All In The Family

What did you like to do for fun?
Go to games and hang out with my friends, and I 
was active with the youth center on the military 
base where we lived 

 What music did you listen to?
Three Dog Night
Elton John
Carole King 

 

• Walk me through the life of Ross Dessert, 
what type of person were you as a child, 
teenager, young adult and now an adult.

I don’t know about when I was a 
younger child. But by middle school I was 
very adventurous and independent. I loved 
running around playing in the woods where 
we lived. Building forts. Climbing trees and stuff.  I 
liked taking things apart - bikes, wagons, radios, 
computers, lawnmowers.  

As a teenager, I was really active.  I lived 
in the Washington, DC area. I played lacrosse and 
football and hockey. I was STUCO President and 
involved in a retreat program similar to Kairos. 

I liked to be outdoors.  I used to go out 
backpacking in the Shenandoah Mountains about 
one a month—many times by myself, because not a 
lot of my friends were interested in that. I once went 
winter backpacking by myself in January and the 
forecast wasn’t calling for snow before I left. But on 
the third morning, I woke up to a blizzard—over 30 
inches of snow.  I was on a mountain about 8 miles 
from my car. By myself. With limited food and water. 
And nobody was going to be coming to get me. I’ll 
never forget that experience.

I loved to go to watch college lacrosse games 
at Georgetown, Maryland, Johns Hopkins.
I played in a band in high school.  I loved going to 
cool underground punk concerts in Washington, 
DC.  I saw Fugazi in a church basement. I saw Dave 
Matthews playing in a coffee shop like Homer’s 
(when it was just him, before he was a big name). I 
saw The Cure, The Grateful Dead, REM, U2.

•  What hobbies did you enjoy before becoming a 
teacher?

Same as after 
becoming a teacher:  music, 
reading, outdoor adventures, 

cycling, disc golf, road trips, ice cream.

•  Have you picked up on new hobbies since 
becoming a teacher?

Lesson planning! Hah.  I enjoy going to 
watch Miege sports, I have a lot of new friends in my 

fellow teachers and 
staff. Once I started 
teaching, I also got 
back into coaching.  I 
coach lacrosse at 
Sion.  I coached at 
Rockhurst for many 
years before I had 
little kiddos. 

• What job did 
you have before 
teaching? Why did 
you decide to leave 
it?

I spent 19 years 
in construction. I had 
my own remodeling 
business for a long 
time, then I started 
working for others 
as an estimator and 
project manager.  The 
last few years, I was running the commercial division 
of a roofing company—doing shopping centers, 
nursing homes, apartment complexes, university 
buildings.  I climbed up on roofs and inspected, 
measured, estimated, etc.

I had always wanted to be a teacher and a 
coach.  So I worked on a Master’s in Theology while 
working.  I finished that and an opportunity arose 
at Miege.  The rest is history—I’m livin’ the dream! 
(well, MY dream anyway).

•  Did you have any small jobs before college? 
I delivered newspapers at age 9. I mowed lawns. My 
first JOB was working at a restaurant at Mt. Vernon 
(you know, where that George Washington guy 
lived). I also worked some for my football coach who 
was a remodeling contractor. That’s how I started in 
that business.

• Describe your family in your eyes from 
childhood to now.

I am one of TEN children.  We were very close growing 
up, but somewhat less so now due to life’s changes. I 

was kind of a punk to my younger brother.  We are 
really good friends now.

• Talk about your band, from when it started to 
now, where it has taken you in your life.

I started playing harmonica when I was 16. 
In HS, I sang lead in a band called “As Usual.”  We 
organized a music festival for high school bands to 
play at. That was a lot of fun, and I’m still in touch 
with those guys. 

In college, I was much more focused on 
music.  I was in a band called Dr. Jones.  We played a 
lot in Lawrence and KC, but we also toured around 
the Midwest when we could. Then we split up in 2000 
and I didn’t really play music for 14 years.  Now we 
have recently put our old band back together, and 
we will start planning our reunion tour for next year 
- as long as Sprint Center and the other arenas can 
accommodate our day jobs and  our kids’ nap times.

Now I also play in another band with a 
bunch of Catholic dudes (and 
one dudette) in their 30’s and 
40’s. We play Americana, 
classic country, roots rock, and 
blues.  It’s a lot of fun!

•  Talk about your kids, some 
of the things you enjoy doing 
with them.

I have four 
kids:  Francesca, 10; Peter, 8; 
Bella, 6; Gig, 4. How do I put 
this?...’they rock! ‘
They are into theater, music, 
some sports.  We love 

playing board games, listening to music, cooking, 
volunteering, watching movies, hiking, taking bike 
rides, traveling. My favorite thing to do is random 
road trips. Last summer, we took a two week road 
trip (almost 3,000 miles)  living mostly out of my 
VW van and car camping.  We went out to MD, VA, 
DC. Hiking the Shenandoah Mtns, kayaking, rode 
our bikes around the DC monuments, went beach 
camping in MD with wild horses wandering around.

• Places you have traveled? Which place has 
impacted you the most? 

I grew up an “army brat.”  My dad was a West 
Point graduate and a colonel in the Army.  So we 
moved around A LOT.  By the time I graduated HS, I 
had moved 13 times.

I continued to travel a lot in college and 
after.  I have been to 48 states (still need to get to 
Alaska and Hawaii).  I’ve been to Spain, Switzerland, 
France, Israel (and lots of Canada, if that counts). 

My favorite places were Israel and Spain. In 
the U.S., I love the Shenandoah Mountains in VA, and 
the Pacific NW.

10 Questions with Lati Horton 

What you don’t know about Ross Dessert 
By: MarcoMarquez

staff writer

Ross Dessert —just exactly who 
is this beloved Miege theology 
teacher? When you pass him in 
the halls do you ever wonder his 
story? I know I did, so that’s why I 
took my keyboard and computer 
and typed him an email with 
specific questions about Mr. 
Ross Dessert... this is the life of 
Mr. Dessert.
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 For some students the 
high school they initially attend 
simply does not fit. They may not 
enjoy the students or teachers, 
the academics may not be to their 
standards, or the athletic pro-
grams may not be up to par. Many 
make the decision to change 
their surroundings and transfer 
to a new school. Bishop Miege 
welcomes numerous transfer 
students up to senior year. 
 The reasons for trans-
ferring to Miege differ. Seniors 
Ryan Willis, Jackson Jenkins, and 
Emilio Pedrecka came to Miege 
to prove their worth on the field, 
in hopes of earning a scholarship 
to college and winning a state ti-
tle. “I came here to play an impor-

tant role on the 
football team 
and to win a 
State cham-

pionship. It is safe to safe that I 
don’t regret coming here at all,” 
said Emilio.
 Additionally senior Car-
son Miller came to Miege for 
athletics saying, “I knew Coach 
Pike my whole life, and I felt like 
Miege would be a better place to 
grow as an athlete.” During her 
tenure on the team they have won 
two State Championships. 
 Others came to improve 
academically and strengthen 
their faith. Junior Sarahjane Fuss 
transferred during the middle 
of her freshman year. She said, 
“[Miege] is more of a community 
and even if you don’t know every-
one, you still feel like you have 
many things in common with 
them.” Her sister Caroline Fuss 
also transferred and came during 
her sophomore year. She came to 
Miege, “for a smaller school” and 
explained that, “I do not regret 
coming here at all. I like it a lot, 
and it’s been a good experience 
with fun people.”  

This issue, The Miegian pays tribute to Miege and its 
school pride by focusing on some of the more notewor-
thy alumni it has produced, its draw to prospective stu-
dents and the legacy created by the athletic program.

The Miegian compares famous alumni in 
the present to their high school selves.

then 
now&

Shane Ray

John Bukaty Trevor Releford

Jim Colbert

Joyce DiDonato Dixon Doll

Travis Releford

Gillian Flynn

 Thousands of students have passed through halls of Miege in the 

school’s more than 50 years. During the years they spent at Miege, they 

assuredly talked and dreamed about the future, aspiring for greatness, 

yearning to be stars, determining to become rich, fixating on the idea of 

 After Miege he attended 

Kansas State University, where 

he finished second in the NCAA 

golf championships in 1964. He 

became a professional golfer a 

year before graduating K-State. 

Colbert won eight times on 

the PGA Tour. One of his best 

years came in 1983 when he 

 Doll launched the venture 

capital industry’s first fund 

focused solely on telecom. He 

invested in noteworthy companies 

such  as Alantec, Bridge 

Communications, Centillion 

Networks, Network Equipment 

Technologies, Optilink, Picturetel, 

Polycom and UUNet. He also 

founded and ran a strategic 

technology consulting firm. Doll 

has traveled extensively to six 

continents to serve on advisory 

 She is an American opera 

singer, specifically a mezzo-

soprano. Her notable works 

include her interpretation of 

Handel, Mozart and Rossini. She 

has performed with many of the 

world’s leading opera companies 

and orchestras. This past October 

 She attended 
Northwestern University for a 
Master’s degree at its Medill 
School Of Journalism in 1997. She 
then worked freelance briefly 
at U.S. News and World Report 
before being hired as a feature 
writer in 1998 at Entertainment 
Weekly. She wrote during her 
free time and produced three 
popular novels, Sharp Objects, 
Dark Places and Gone Girl. Gone 
Girl has been made into a major 
motion picture. 

 Bukaty is known for his 
portraits of Bruce Springsteen, 
Willie Nelson, Widespread Panic 
and Blues Traveler. Prominent 
actors, musicians and athletes, 
including Matthew McConaughey, 
Billy Butler and Coach Bill Self 
collect Bukaty’s work. Corporate 
collectors 
include 
Western Union, 
Chipotle and 
Comcast.

 The brothers both played 

for Coach Zych at Miege and went 

on to have successful collegiate 

careers. Travis played for the 

University of Kansas and is now 

playing professional basketball 

in Belgium. Trevor played for the 

 Shane Ray led the Stags 

to a football State championship 

alongside Justin Mckay and 

Max Shortell. He went on to 

play football at the University of 

Missouri. At Missouri he has set 

the single season sacks record 

and could possibly break the 

SEC single season sack record.  

According to NFL.com, “Multiple 

NFL scouts told SI.com’s The 

Inside Read that Ray has gone 

from being regarded as a second-

Jim Colbert
Class of 1959
Famous for: Golf

Dixon Doll
Class of 1960
Famous for: Business

Joyce DiDonato
Class of 1987
Famous for: Opera

Gillian Flynn
Class of 1989
Famous for: Writing

John Bukaty
Class of 1992
Famous for: Painting

Travis & Trevor
Releford 
Classes of 2008 & 2010
Famous for: Basketball

Shane Ray
Class of 2011
Famous for: Football

Miege alumni in the spotlight
The Miegian chronicles alumni who have 
achieved fame in various areas.

$

   

      
     
      Bishop Miege has a rich tradition 
of excellence in all aspects of the school, 
but especially in its athletic history. After 
its founding in 1958, it did not take Bishop 
Miege long to display this excellence. Four-
teen years later, Bishop Miege had won the 
football State championship and put the 
first such banner up in the school gym. 
Over the next four decades, Miege would 
continue its dominance, adding another 81 
State championship banners to the school 
gymnasium. 
 During the 2013-2014 school year, 
Bishop Miege won four State titles (volley-
ball, boys’ soccer, girls’ basketball, boys’ 
swimming). Miege is off to a quick start this 
year as well with wins in football and volley-
ball. 
 In 1972 Miege football won its first 
State championship. The Stags would con-

tinue to dominate in the ‘70s, winning two 
more State championships in 1975 and 
1977. In recent years, the Stags have con-
tinued this success with three trips to the 
State finals in the past six years. In 2012, 
the Stags led by Coach Jon Holmes reached 
the State Championship before falling to 
Bishop Carroll. Finishing off their first 13-
win season, the Stags beat Topeka Hayden 
42-35 and were crowned as the undefeated 
4A State champions. 
 Bishop Miege volleyball has won 
more State championships than any other 
sport with 23. Under head coach Gwenn 
Pike, the Stags have won 20 State champi-
onships since she took over in 1980. Coach 
Pike’s career record at Miege is an astound-
ing 1158-219. Volleyball has won four State 
titles in the last five years, including back-
to-back titles with wins in 2013 and 2014. 
 Head coach Terry English has been 
leading the girls’ basketball team for the 
last 38 seasons, turning them into a pow-
erhouse, amounting to 16 State titles and a 

748-159 record. In the last eight seasons the 
Stags have won three State titles, most re-
cently this year’s 57-41 defeat of Wamego.
 The Stag boys’ soccer team has 
began to build a dynasty in the last three 
season. Bishop Miege won the State titles 
in the 2012 and 2013 seasons with victories 
over Liberal and Rose Hill. This past sea-
son, the boys made it to the State final for 
the third straight season before falling to 
Rose Hill 1-0.  
 Both cross country teams domi-
nated in the state of Kansas in the 1980s 
and 1990s The boys’ cross country team 
won 7 State titles from 1982 to 1995 and the 
girls’ team won 10 in the same time frame. 
This amounted to a total of 17 state titles in 
14 years for the cross country teams. 
 Boys’ swimming won its first Kan-
sas State championship last winter. Miege 
edged out Wichita Heights and Blue Valley 
Southwest to win the 5-1A State Champion-
ship by 19 points. 

Establishing a sports legacy 

The transfer trend
Students who have left other schools 
for Miege explain why it is the perfect fit

By: C.J.grunhard

staff writer

By: Ericbuckels

EDitor

Compiled by Andrew Gleason

By: Ericbuckels

EDitor
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By: MarcoMarquez

staff writer

1. Order a salad at Chipotle… 
or any restaurant.

2. Fight a Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtle.

3. Buy a turtleneck and wear 
it in public… with jean 
shorts.

4. Sit in the front row at a 
movie theater.

5. Listen to War & Peace on 
audio.

6. DVR shows on the Nature 
Channel.

7. Watch a grape transform 
into a raisin.

8. Go shoe shopping at the 
mall with girls.

9. Pick ballet tickets over 
Chiefs tickets.

10. Use Mega blocks to build 
my design instead of Legos.

11. Stick a metal fork inside a 
power outlet.

12. The cliche, listen to Justin 
Bieber joke.

13. Eat a sandwich without 
chips or mayo (Miracle 
Whip).

14. Wear a speedo to the 
swimming pool.

15. Tell little children that 
Santa isn’t real… which 
is a lie because he’s real,  
I would just want to see 
them cry.

16. Light pumpkin scented 
candles in every room in 
my house.

17. Do a handstand on top of 
the Golden Gate Bridge.

18. Attend a teachers’ faculty 
meeting on a Monday.

19. Pay for an item/items with 
just pennies… don’t be that 
person.

20. Buy the sing-along version 
of Frozen and watch it in 
my room… too late.

21. Win a staring contest 
against Coach Gorden.

22. Buy the extra large 
popcorn at a movie 
theater… shout out to my 
Drake & Josh fans.

23. Wear any form of makeup 

out in public, even if it’s 
part of the “costume.”

24. Put drops of hot sauce on 
my eyes. 

25. Get my legs waxed.
26. Have any part of my body 

pierced and wear an 
earring in public.

27. Eat a slice of pizza without 
Ranch dressing.

28. Order chicken fingers at a 
Mexican restaurant.

29. Fall asleep during any 
major motion picture.

30. Go to Olive Garden and say 
I’m too full for breadsticks. 

31. Use the hammer while 
playing whack-a-mole… 
it’s all in the hands. 

32. Lose in STUCO volleyball.

Before going to any other school besides Miege I would… 
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Staggering Thoughts compiled by Maureen Murphy 
All I want for Christmas is...

By: Katiesullivan

staff writer

       What does it mean to 
be a Stag?  Let’s talk a look in 
legends.  Early Christian saints 
like Giles, Hubert and Gregory 
of Tours considered stags a 
divine signs that led them or 
others to victory and saintly 
lives.   
 That’s what stags do.  They 
lead. The Bishop Miege legacy 
is one that is rooted in open-
ness, kind-
ness, and 
most of all, 
leadership.  I 
know when 
I put on my 
plaid skirt 
every morn-
ing, it’s much 
more than 
just a uniform.  
I’m wearing 
a represen-
tation of a 
school with a 
legacy.
 I know 
that when I 
walk the halls 
of our school 
I’m walking 
quite literally 
in the foot-
steps of all 
who have contributed to the 
Miege legacy.  And really, it’s 
difficult to leave this school 
without contributing to its 
legacy.  The unique diversity 
and openness of our school has 
a lasting effect on all who enter 
it, a lasting effect that inspires 
all who enter this school to 
leave it as a better place than 
how they how they found it.
 Not only do the graduates 
of this school leave it a better 
place, but also Miege itself 

makes them into better people.  
Oftentimes, I’ll see graduates 
come back to visit their favor-
ite teachers, or pop into their 
favorite classroom.  They’re 
either sporting the typical col-
lege freshman beard, or com-
pletely decked out in college 
merchandise (and sometimes 
both), but they’re always wear-
ing a nostalgic grin that lets 
you know that the good memo-
ries made here at Miege aren’t  
going anywhere fast.
  The profound kindness 
exhibited by the Miege com-

munity cannot go unnoticed.  I 
remember fondly my experi-
ence as a shadow, and how the 
general hum of welcome was 
definitely one of the reasons I 
chose to come to this school.  
When I enter through the 
doors of the building every 
morning, I just can’t help but 
feel welcome.  
 However, there’s some-
thing else besides a welcom-
ing air.  That something is the 
legacy of Miege. The Miege 
legacy that precedes each 

and every student here is one 
that cannot easily be earned.  
It’s made of wins, of gracious 
losses, of academic excellence, 
of student body leadership, of a 
flair for the arts, of a passion for 
learning and of a goal of excel-
lence.  Championships are not 
given, they’re earned.  Awards 
are not just handed out for 
participation; no our school is 
awarded for its excellence.  
 The friendships made in-
side the walls of this school are 
not fleeting.  If you want them 
to, they will last a lifetime.  The 

memo-
ries made 
during 
the four 
years 
spent 
here are 
the kinds 
that will 
make you 
smile to 
yourself, 
ten years 
from now 
as you 
let your 
mind be 
momen-
tarily 
swept 
away in a 
wave of 
nostalgia.
 You 

represent a legacy. You rep-
resent those who have come 
before you. The legacy that 
precedes every student here 
makes us never want to stop 
singing the glory of Bishop 
Miege. We are colored red and 
blue, and those colors never 
fade. The colors just grow big-
ger as more and more students 
become a part of the Miege 
legacy, graciously following 
the one that preceded them, 
and contributing to the one 
they’ll leave.

The Miege name precedes you 
& you contribute  to the legacy   

Zechariah Benbow (12)
“A YoungTruth mixtape.”

Marissa Moreno (10)
“To spend time with 

family.”

Ben Prentiss(9)
”Love.” 

Mr. Matt Eshelbernner
“A Harley.”

Joey Shondell (11)
“A new Vladimir Tarasenko 

hockey jersey.” 

Madalyn Manning (9)
“My two front teeth.”

Senior boys show their pride in Miege at the State game in Topeka. Photo by Brandon Kirkland 
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  After impressive 
performances all season long, the 
Stags found themselves facing 
their toughest competition in the 
biggest game of the year Nov. 29 
against Topeka Hayden. 
 Looking to write their own 
page in history as the first 13-0 un-
defeated State champion in Miege 
history, the Stags 
were down early and 
faced a bit of adversity 
in capturing the tro-
phy on the 4A stage. 
Pulling away with a 
42-35 victory, Miege 
secured their place in 
the history books and 
added the fifth State 
title for the football 
program.
 Moving the 
ball down the field 
to take the lead and 
make an early state-
ment, a fumble and 
an interception on 
Miege’s first two 
drives put Hayden in 
the driver’s seat with 
a 7-0 lead to end the 
first quarter. 
 Scoring 32 seconds 
into the second quar-
ter Miege knotted the game up at 
7-7. Having their way with the de-
fense early, Hayden capitalized 
on their ensuing drive. Marching 
down the field in nine plays, the 
Wildcats took their lead back with 
a 3-yard touchdown run.
 Hoping for any type of mo-
mentum shift, a 21-yard touchdown 
pass from senior quarterback Ryan 

Willis to 
sophomore 
wide re-
ceiver Jafar 

Armstrong gave Miege the edge 
continuing into the second quarter. 
Forcing a fourth down punt, Miege 
had the ball with 1:24 left to go be-
fore halftime. Executing a flawless 
two-minute drill, Miege was able to 
score as junior runningback Daw-
son Downing punched in his sec-
ond touchdown of the game.
 Leaving 18 seconds on the 
clock, Miege was able to take their 
first lead of the game into halftime 

with a 21-14 advantage over the 
Wildcats.
 With no fear in them, 
Hayden worked their way down the 
field to tie the game continuing the 
first half shootout into the second. 
Feeling the pressure as the pocket 
collapsed, Willis rolled out and 
sent sophomore wide receiver Jafar 
Armstrong deep, seventy-six yards, 
later Miege took their lead back 
along with all the momentum. 
 “It was a broken play actu-
ally,” Armstrong said about the 76-

yard touchdown, “I had a comeback 
but the corner guarded it very well 
so I rolled out and after Ryan threw 
the pass, I knew I had to score.”
 Answering the Stags’ big 
play with one of their own, an 80-
yard pass tied the game back up at 
28-28. With emotions running high 
and the clock running low 
someone had to win this 
back and forth battle. Four-
teen unanswered points 

h e l p e d 
the Stags 

capture their 
fifth football 
State champion-
ship.
 The week 
before Bishop 
Miege had con-

tinued its trend of punishing op-
ponents with a never-in-doubt 62-7 
man-handling of a single-loss Piper 
squad Nov. 21 that advanced the 
Stags to the State 4A title game Nov. 
29. 
 Miege’s standout running 
back, Dawson Downing, continued 
to be just that, scoring four rushing 
touchdowns in the second quarter 
against Piper. Downing finished the 
night with five touchdowns and 136 
rushing yards, one of his best per-
formances of the year.

 Miege tight end Chris Ford 
had an excellent night for the Stags 
as well, catching for 106 yards and 
a touchdown, his second 100-plus 
yard receiving effort of the year. 
Ford’s touchdown helped the Stags 
score 17 unanswered first quarter 
points. Coach Jon Holmes said his 

team was 
operating ef-
ficiently that 
night.
 “This time 
of the year it 
is about mak-
ing plays,” 
Holmes said 
after the 
game, “Our 

guys have been 
able to do that.”
 “As a unit 
we all played un-
selfishly,” senior 
defensive end Pe-
ter Smardo said af-
ter the  Piper game.
 Flying all 
over the field, the 
defense was able to 

come away with two interceptions, 
one by senior safety Keegan Wil-
son, who returned his for a touch-
down that was negated by a holding 
call.
 “Staying focused will be the 
easy thing for this team,” Smardo 
said about advancing to State. “We 
are finally at our destination; all we 
have to do is play our game and ex-
ecute to become State champs.”
 “I was a little nervous, hav-
ing to travel a bit,” Coach Holmes 
said about the road trip to Fort 
Scott. Nov. 14 “But our guys came 
out the way we thought they would 
and were able to do it at a high level 
tonight.” 
 

(continued on p. 13)

Untouchable! 13-0 Stags win 5th football title in school history  

LeftThe defensive line swarms to the ball to hold Hayden on a third down 
conversion. Center Sophomore wide receiver Jafar Armstrong hauls in a catch 
for a 70-yard touchdown.  Right Senior defensive end Peter Smardo hoists the 
State championship trophy.  Photos by Mary Egger  and Nastassia Aquino

staff writer

By: BRENNANDIAL
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 Basketball season is offi-
cially underway for the girls. With 
their first game this past Monday 
against Blue Valley Northwest, the 
varsity squad dominated the Hus-
kies in a 65-34 victory. With JV 
starting with a solid 1-1 record, in-
cluding a big win against St. James 
Academy, the Lady Stags have of-
ficially started their journey in 
hopes of returning to the 4A State 
Championships. 
 Head coach Terry English  
says that even with the regularly 
challenging schedule, high 

expectations are still present. 
“The EKL is full of competitive 
teams,” said English. “We will 
always be playing tough 5A 
and 6A teams; luckily we have 
many returning players that 
bring a lot of depth to the team.  
This balance is what keeps us 
competitive, and is what keeps 
our expectations high.” 
 Coach English is not the 
only person with high hopes 
for the Lady Stags. 810 Varsity 
posted their Top 25 girls’ 
Basketball teams, and ranked 
the Lady Stags third in the 
metro. Miege is also the highest 
ranked EKL team on the list as 
well. 

 The four returning 
seniors Hope Bentley, Abbie Hair, 
Madeline Homoly and McKenzi 
Weber are not only bringing 
experience, but a much needed 
senior presence to the Lady Stags. 
With only one senior on last year’s 
squad, Miege went on to dominate 
the postseason and win the Girl’s 
4A State Championship.  
 “We have such a strong 
team returning,” said senior 
captain Hope Bentley. “We put 
in plays the second day! This 
year we have a lot of potential to 
do something great, not only for 
varsity but JV too.” 

 

  Boys’ basketball opened  their sea-
son Dec. 9 at Blue Valley Northwest. The Stags 
jumped out to an early lead, taking control of 
the game early. Up 36-29 at half, the team never 
looked back, winning 55-51. 
 Blue Valley Nortwest had tried to sneak 
back into the game with under a minute left in 
the fourth, but clutch late free throws by  sopho-
more Semaj Ray and senior Brennan Dial closed 
the game out for the Stags. Ray led the way with 
17 points on the night, followed by senior Jacob 
Meuer with 13. Senior Kevin Kellerman added 
that, “We won because everyone did thier job and 
contributed. We really played as a team.”
 After being knocked out in Sub-state last 
season, the team is looking to rebuild. This year’s 
team is filled with returning starters and role 
players from last year. Head coach Rick Zych is 
back leading the Stags after two years at Park Hill 

South. “It feels great being back, and I am looking 
forward to rebuilding the tradition of boys’ bas-
ketball at the 4A level,” says Coach Zych. 
 Just over 30 players tried out this year for 
the sophomore, JV, and varsity teams. Coach Zych 
says the players are improving every day, working 
hard, and really want to win. The team’s biggest 
advantage starting the year will be “the experi-
ence at the varsity level and the quickness at the 
guard position,” according to Zych. 
 The team plays one more game against 
Gardner-Edgerton tonight before participating 
in the Hy-Vee shootout on Dec. 18. Basketball will 
not play again until after Christmas break on Jan. 
7, when the Stags will play their first game against 
Hogan Prep. Early on, look for a team that “is 
just learning how to play together, willing to play 
together, share the ball, and play defense,” said 
Coach Zych. 

staff writer

By: KYLELAUTERWASSER

staff writer

By: CJGRUNHARD

(continued from p. 12) 
 It was a cold night for Fort 
Scott, but Miege continued on their 
hot streak. Miege rallied and put 
together one of their best first half 
performances of the season. Rack-
ing up 40 points, Miege controlled 
the game from the jump, scoring 
on their second drive with a nine 
yard touchdown run from Dawson 
Downing. Miege was able to put the 
first points of the game up and did 

not allow the Tigers any breathing 
room. 
Keeping the pressure on them, 26 
points in the first quarter was the 
breaking point in the game. The 
biggest play was a 25 yard jump 
ball from Ryan Willis to  Jafar Arm-
strong to go up 12-0. The balanced 
offensive attack was unleashed 
Nov. 14. against the Tigers. With 
587 total offensive yards, 300+ be-
ing on the ground leading the way 

Downing topped 104 rushing yards 
with two touchdowns. 
Totaling 138 receiving yards and 
one touchdown, Armstrong had 
one of his strongest games this 
year. “I knew this could be my last 
game.” Armstrong said after the 
game. “I just wanted to make sure 
I did my job and executed the game 
plan to get the win.”
The defense held the Tigers to 0-10 
on third downs along with not giv-

ing up a single point. Starting the 
game, Miege had given up their 
biggest play, a 35 yard run, and 
was still able to force the Tigers to 
a three and out, which was pretty 
much the storyline of this game.

Junior gaurd Shelbe Piggie lines up to shoot 
a free throw against Blue Valley Northwest 
during the season opening victory this past 
Monday.     Photo by Brandon Kirkland 

Lady Stags kick off their season with a victory

Boys’ basketball off to quick start with win over BVNW

Nearing the end of the 55-51 win over BVNW this past 
Tuesday, Semaj Ray found an opening and went up for the 
shot. Photo by McKenzi Weber
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Managers talking ‘bout managing

I was no longer physi-
cally able to play due to 
a knee injury, and I still 

wanted to help the team.

Zach 
Whalen 
FOOTBALL

Kathia 
Tierney
 VBALL

Nash 
O’Fallon
FOOTBALL

Angelica 
Perez
XC

Erica 
Gonzales 
SOCCER

Managers 
in the Mix

Why did you 
want to become 

a manager in 
the first place?

What’s your 
favorite part of 

managing?

What are your 
specific duties 

for being a 
manager?

What’s your 
best memory 

of being a 
manager?

What’s the 
hardest part 

of being a 
manager?

What’s it like 
managing with 

the coach?

I knew it could open up 
opportunities in the fu-

ture for me to be part of a 
D1 NCAA or professional 

sports team.

Having the gift of being 
in the presence of great-
ness...and by greatness 

I mean our quarterback 
coach and offensive coor-

dinator, Justin Hoover.

To set up/operate the 
endzone camera to film 
games and practices, lay 
out uniforms, and tend 

to the players’ tightening 
tendons.

Making QuikTrip/Chi-
potle runs with the other 

managers and giving stud 
senior linebacker, Mark 
Ogren, triumphant pre-

game pump up speeches. 

Living up to the ex-
tremely high standards 
of Assistant to the Head 

Coach, Zack Whalen.

Jon Holmes is an abso-
lute joy to manage for, 
and I am very proud to 

be on his team. There is 
never a dull moment...
until he yells at you...

Knowing I’m helping the 
team to perform to the 
best of their abilities.

Simply, my job is letting 
the players play and the 

coaches coach, and I take 
care of everything else.

My favorite memory 
was beating Aquinas two 
years ago to go to State.

Doing everything that 
goes unnoticed by the 
players and even other 

managers, such as being 
the first one here and the 

last one to leave. 

After managing for 
him and the rest of the 
staff for three years, I 
know what they need 
and how they want it 

done.

I still wanted to be a part 
of the volleyball pro-

gram, and Coach Pike 
was recruiting someone 

for the job.

Oh gosh, definitely the 
girls. They’re my team-

mates, and I love them to 
death. I was able to grow 

closer to them... a lot 
closer.

I was mainly responsible 
for taking stats.  The best 
part though was filling up 

the water bottles.

Beating AQUINAS on 
their SENIOR NIGHT. 

That is all.

Staying on task. All 
throughout the games I 

would want to just watch 
the game or talk with 
the team, but I had to 

remember my job!

It’s pretty tough 
because Coach Pike is 
a very intense person, 
but at the same time 

she’s a very entertain-
ing person. 

I wanted to still be part 
of the team, but I didn’t 

want to race.

It’s nice to see how ev-
eryone’s time improves 
and spending time with 

everyone.

I have to hand out every-
one’s tags for every meet, 

make sure everyone is 
OK. For the Miege Invi-

tational I have make tags 
for the runners.

One day after practice 
Mallory made me laugh 

really hard (I’m pretty 
sure I laughed for 10 

minutes). People told me 
I had a cute laugh.

 When the runners get 
sassy.

It’s chill. They are easy 
to talk to.

I enjoy soccer and Nate 
Huppe and managing 
with a few other soccer 
girls sounded like fun.

Hanging out on the 
bench, watching the guys 

play, and Joey Shondell 
and Aiden Gray’s conver-

sations on the bench.

Since we had 4 manag-
ers, only one of us had to 
take stats, so we switched 
off.  We also were pretty 
solid at cheering on the 

boys.

Watching the PKs 
against Basehor. Even 
though we weren’t out 

there, it was such a sweet 
moment when the win-

ning PK went in. 

Getting to the game on 
time…

It’s great. Coach gives 
us trouble if we mess 
up small little details, 

but we know he’s 
kidding and actually 

appreciates what we do.

 So much preparation and organization goes into making a sports team 
successful: the coaching staff, the players, the medical staff, and of course, the 
managers.  In the professional field, managers will handle all business-related 
material for whatever team employs them.  From dealing with travel to firing 
players, sports managers, and specifically general managers, have a very stress-
ful job.  Here at Miege, things are a little different for our managers.  Volunteers 
seeking service hours or just participation with a team help out in many differ-
ent ways.  

Behind the scenes of our teams
By: ANdrewJezak

Staff Writer
Inside the Grid

There are student managers who exist at the collegiate 
level as well.  They follow most, if not the same, rules and 
guidelines as the players do such as academics, alcohol/
drug consumption, gambling, and appropriate attitude 
and behavior.  Manger duties and responsibilities are es-
tablished by the coaching staff of each respective sport.  
According to NCAA rules, a team manger cannot per-
form any coaching activities (e.g. providing any on-court 
instruction, analysis of films, etc.).  

 
 After coming off an impressive State 
championship last year, the Stags have already 
showed that they plan to return.  Head coach 
Dennis Mueller has high hopes and is “planning 
to make a strong showing (at State).”  In 
their first two meets, the boys placed 
second behind Blue Valley Southwest 
at Blue Valley Southwest, and third be-
hind Blue Valley North and Blue Valley 
West at Blue Valley North.  
 The Stags took to the water 
in their first meet on Dec. 2 going up 
against BVSW, St. James and Aquinas.  
In claiming second, they put up some 
strong scores.  Louie Carter made State 
qualifying times in the 50 free (placing 
first) and 100 free (placing second).  The 
200 medley Relay, consisting of Corbin 
Brown, Ryan Bias, Louie Carter and 
Matt Wiese, placed second and also 
qualified for State by 3 seconds.  Louie 
Carter, Matt Wiese and John Schultz combined 
in the 200 free relay to also place second and 
qualify for State. In the 50 free, junior John 
Schultz made State Consideration, finishing 
just .5 of a second off the State time.    
 Dec. 4 was the boys’ next meet was 
against BVN and BVW. The 200 medley with a 

different combination of swimmers improved 
their State time by 2 seconds and the 200 free 
relay improved their time to beat the State cut 
by ½ second.  
 Junior Jacob Stockton, the lone diver, 
“dove like never before in a six dive meet,” 
claimed Mueller. Last year Jacob never scored 

more than 194 points, but in his first meet this 
year, he scored 225 points, took third overall 
behind the top two State divers in 6A from last 
season, and qualified for State. “He’s diving 
100 percent better than last year,” says Muel-
ler.  Sophomore Ryan Bias made State Consid-

erations in the 100 free, and 100 breaststroke.  
With just two days to practice due to football, 
senior Louie Carter improved his State times in 
the 50 and 100 free. 
  Led by a team consisting of mainly se-
niors, the State team last year is going to be 
hard to replace for Mueller and the boys.  “Last 

year may not come for awhile,” Mueller 
says, “we lost five out of our top nine swim-
mers.”  Another obstacle Mueller and the 
team must overcome is that eight of the 15 
swimmers played football and had just one 
day of practice before the first meet.  “We 
need time to train; we will be solid ,but not 
until after Jan. 1.” Mueller stated simply.  
 When asked what his plan is when ap-
proaching this year’s season, Mueller re-
plied, “My philosophy will be to remind 
them that we are defending State champs 
and must strive for the same goal each year: 
To do the best we can at State. We are in 
transition but do not plan to go backwards 
with the program.  Our training regimen 
will not change, our hardest practices will 
be after league in order to achieve maxi-

mum results. Dec. 17 we swim at Turner as that 
will tell us if we are heading towards our goals. 
I am most interested to see how we develop in 
January.”
 The boys swam on Tuesday at BVN and 
take to the water next at Turner on Dec. 17.    

Boys’ swim makes a promising start as they work for State take 2
By: AndrewJezak

staff writer

 

 
 Wrestling season started 
off Dec. 3 against  Olathe East and 
Lawrence Free State. On Dec. 6, 
the Stags followed up by wrestling 
in the Mission Valley Invitational. 
According to head coach David 
Eller, the squad is off to a slow start 
“particularly when our first dual 
is three school days after the last 
football game of the season.” 

 Con-
sidering 
a large 
n u m -
ber of 

wrestlers play football, the quick 
turnaround has been tough on the 
team. The only varsity placer was 
junior Mark Muraski at 6th place in 
the 195 weight group. Senior wres-
tler Chance Friesen battled it out 
against a returning State Champ 
in the first round before being 
eliminated. The team looks to im-
prove from their opening matches 
as they gain more practice experi-
ence. 
 They begin the season as a 
very inexperienced group. Twenty-
six wrestlers have come out for the 
team this year. Of the 26, only four 
are seniors and two juniors, so the 
rest of the team will be made up of 

sophomores and freshmen.  
 Miege is led by returning 
varsity lettermen Chance Friesen, 
Hunter Friesen and Alias Martinez. 
Even though the team is inexperi-
enced, Coach Eller still believes 
the season will be a successful one. 
“The sophomores will need to step 
it up this year because our success 
will depend on the improvement of 
our youth,” he said. 
 Next up for the team will 
be the annual Bishop Miege Invi-
tational tomorrow. The Stags will 
compete in the Johnson County 
classic on Dec. 19-20, before taking 
a break from matches until after 
Christmas break. 

By: C.J.grunhard

staff writer

“My philosophy will be to 
remind them that we are 
defending State Champs 

and must strive for the same 
goal each year: to do the best 

we can at State.”  
        Coach Mueller

 In a press release 
Dec. 5 Miege Athletic Di-
rector Mike Hubka an-
nounced that after 22 
years as head coach of the 
Miege boys’ soccer pro-
gram, Joe Huppe is retir-
ing. 
 During his ten-
ure, Bishop Miege won 
235 games and four State 
championships.

Final Whistle
Extended football season 
taking a toll on wrestlers



Rockin’ Round The

Merry Christmas from Newspaper!

Kevin Kellerman (12) looks on as 
Tom Coffman (9) shows off his 
moves in the middle of the circle. 
Photo by Carson Miller

Karaoke was part of the night’s activities. Seniors 
Matt Wiese, Eli Jurden, Alex Perez and Kevin Kell-
erman form a makeshift quartet to sing “All I Want 

for Christmas is You.” Photo by Carson Miller

Hubbie Storemann (12) and 
Natalie Sitek (12) both participate 
in dance competitions outside of 
school and  show off their dancing 
abilities at the mixer. 
Photo by Carson Miller

Excited for the holiday season are Joe Taylor 
(10), Walker Graham (10), and Chance Friesen 
(12).   Photo by Carson Miller

Standing next to Mr. Anderson, 
Natalie Leslie (12) encourages 
the crowd to cheer for her dur-
ing the costume contest.
Photo by Carson Miller

Christmas Tree

More than 100 students gathered in the Miege Commons for the annual 
Christmas Mixer last Friday. Photo by Lauren Rupp 

Josh Wheeler (10), sporting a 
Santa hat and Miege spirit wear, 
lets the crowd see his best moves. 
Photo by Carson Miller

 Dancing with attitude are Han-
nah Myers (10), Maggie Mitchell 
(10) and Abbie Hair (12). 
Photo by Carson Miller


