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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Parents,

One of the key questions coming from 
parents as they shop for high schools is: 
“Which school is doing the best job preparing 
their students for college?” In response, 
each school must present their case on 
how their academic program measures 
up. It then becomes a challenge for the 
“shopper” to sift through all the various 
responses to conclude which answers 
are most meaningful in determining the 
effectiveness of a high school’s college 
readiness program.

Even though it is not stated in these terms, 
here is what parents really want to know: 

“No matter what level of achievement 
my child enters with, which school can 
show proof that my child’s growth in col-
lege readiness will exceed that of students 
in other schools?”

There are a lot of ways a school ordinarily 
answer that first question including but not 
limited to: average ACT scores, percent of 
college bound graduates and where they 
attended, college credit earned in high 
school, course offerings and so on. 

While these answers are helpful, 
educators know—and common sense 
supports—that the only way a school can 
answer the second question and provide 
definitive evidence of quality instruction 

is through value added assessment. This 
method is accomplished when a school: 
1)  Assesses (tests) student knowledge 

when they enter 
2)  Implements the instructional program 
3)  Assesses (tests) at the end to measure 

the gain/growth 
4)  Gauges effectiveness by comparing the 

actual student gains to the “expected 
growth” as determined by national 
norms
After several years of researching, Bishop 

Miege High School in 2004 established a 
value added assessment process to measure 
our college readiness program. We selected 
the ACT testing program as the yardstick for 
measuring our effectiveness because: 
1)  The ACT—together with student 

GPAs—is the best predictor of success 
in college because it is based on college 
readiness standards

2)  The ACT is the primary factor 
colleges use to make admissions and 
scholarship decisions

3)  An outside ser vice, Cambridge 
Educational, provided us with actual 
retired ACT exams and the necessary 
data that enabled our teachers to 
identify and target the specific 
deficiencies of each student and each 
class in order to design the most 
effective instruction

In response to which school is providing 
the best evidence of how their students 
are being prepared for college, we at 
Bishop Miege stand as one of the few 
schools in the Midwest using value added 
assessment. Because this approach takes 
a huge investment of human resources, 
few schools have developed such a 
comprehensive evaluation tool. 

This publication contains specific data 
that demonstrates the amazing success 
of this program. As the graph shows on 
page 11, fifty percent of the class of 2012 
exceeded the top of the expected range of 
growth as determined by normed results 
nationwide of college bound seniors. 
Another impressive outcome to be proud of 
is the fact that the amount of scholarship 
monies earned per graduate has grown 
twofold since the implementation of our 
ACT Prep program.

As parents and ambassadors of Bishop 
Miege, you have a great deal to be proud 
of and an amazing curriculum to tell 
others about. But most importantly, you 
have a very special program that provides 
your students with a real advantage 
when it comes to college admissions and 
scholarships. 

Sincerely,

In response to 

which school is 

providing the

best evidence 

of how their

students are

being prepared 

for college, we 

at Bishop Miege 

stand as one of 

the few schools

in the Midwest

using value 

added assessment.
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Pride of Miege is a publication for parents of 
current students at Bishop Miege High School. 

Its purpose is to promote the understanding 
and appreciation of the strengths and 

achievements of the school, in hopes that our 
parents will become active ambassadors to 

families choosing a high school. 
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WE’RE NOT THE MOST ExPENSIVE.
WE’RE NOT THE BIGGEST.
WE’RE NOT THE MOST ExCLuSIVE.

WE’RE SIMPLY THE BEST.

As parents of Bishop Miege students, the more you know

about your school, the more you can move others to join in

the Miege experience.

In fact, it was a Miege parent who many years ago coined our motto:

Inside this issue of Pride of Miege, you’ll find many examples of how 

Miege students – through actions and their achievements – are  active 

spokespeople for Bishop Miege High School. 

Similarly, this guide will explain the many opportunities for you as 

parents to assume that role in your parishes and in your community.  

Miege is YOuR school too, and you play a vital role in trumpeting the 

successes and qualities of Miege to families who also seek a quality, 

faith-filled education for their children.

INSPIRE
YOuR WORDS CAN

NEW FAMILIES TO BECOME 
A PART OF THE
MIEGE COMMuNITY



How does Miege strive to remain affordable?

n Generous financial support from our parishes helps offset the cost of tuition

n 49 percent of Bishop Miege students currently receive some kind of financial aid

n  In 2011-2012, Miege awarded more than $925,000 in financial aid based on need

n  In addition to financial aid based on need, help with tuition is available through scholarships,   
payment plans, insurance and work study programs

What are the benefits of a student body in the mid 700s?

n  Miege’s enrollment stands well within the range of what most educators agree is the ideal size (600-900 
students) for a high school

n  Favorable ratio of students to activities, giving all Miegians the opportunity to participate and succeed

n  Big enough to offer the programs and courses that the biggest schools do, but small enough to provide 
individual attention

In what ways is Miege more inclusive?

 n  Income levels: Because of affordable tuition and extensive financial assistance, families with varying 
income levels are included in the Miege community, adding to the richness of our students’ experiences

 n  Ability levels: Miege proudly serves all areas of the academic spectrum. Our ACT program individually 
targets areas of growth for all students, and course phasing places students in classes where they are 
challenged yet still attain success

n  Cultural backgrounds: Because of the school’s great location, Bishop Miege draws from a large 
geographic area and mix of cultures. Consequently, our students receive added educational value in 
learning to work together with students from varying backgrounds

Why is co-education, where boys and girls work side-by-side, so important?

n Embraces diversity and equality

n Positive peer role models who are male and female

n Opportunities to practice leadership in mixed-gender settings.

n Respectful, supportive friendships with both genders

n Structured preparation for their future co-ed lives in families and in workplaces

n Research shows there is no difference in academic achievement between single-gender and co-ed schools

NOT THE MOST ExPENSIvE

NOT THE BIGGEST

NOT THE MOST ExCluSIvE You can help ... 
n � Encourage 8th graders to take part in 

the Shadow Program – truly the best 
way for prospective students to see for 
themselves what Miege has to offer!

n � Schedule an in-home gathering. 

n � Invite them to attend a sporting event 
or other activity.

n � Recommend that families visit Miege’s 
Open House in October.

n � Request copies of our publications to 
distribute to prospective families.

n � Invite them to call or be called by the school.

For information, please contact Director 
of Admissions Patti Marnett, at pmarnett@
bishopmiege.com.

SPREAD
THE
WORD! 
Miege’s student body draws from a 

wide range of schools and parishes. If 

you know middle school students who 

might be interested in attending Miege, 

there are several things you can do:
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What will parents be looking for in a 
quality academic program?

n  A faculty invested in the growth of their 
students

n  Facilities and resources that provide 
increased opportunities for all students 
(see page 14)

n Curriculum and course offerings that 
meet students’ needs

n  Emphasis on college readiness (see pages 
10 & 11)

What puts Bishop Miege’s faculty at the 
head of the class?

n  50 percent of Miege faculty have taught 
for 10 years or more at Miege, which 
provides continuity and stability, and 
demonstrates a long-term investment in 
the school and its students

n  70 percent of faculty possess a Master’s 
degree or higher

n  With a 17:1 student-to-teacher ratio, 
Miege offers ideal classroom sizes, while 
allowing faculty to give extra time and 
indivual attention 

What are the various ways Miege 
students can earn college credits?

n Advanced Placement

n  Dual Enrollment

n Expanded online curriculum

n  It is not unusual for a Miege student 
to graduate having earned one or two 
semesters of college credit

n  More than 60 college credit hours 
are available through course topics in 
English, math, history, art, science, 
Spanish and French

How does Miege ensure that students 
are challenged academically yet can 
achieve success?

n  Provides classroom settings designed 
to meet the needs for each student's 
academic level 

n  All courses have been phased from 1 to 5: 
Phases 4-5 Advanced Placement/Honors 
Courses; Phase 3 College Prep; Phases 
1-2 General Academic Courses

n  Creates an opportunity for success by 
providing students with the proper level 
of academic challenges

n  An individual can work well  in 
differently phased courses in various 
areas of study

SIMPLY THE BEST

ACADEMIC PREPAR ATION
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Embedded in the curriculum and focused on college readiness,

the ACT PREP PROGRAM provides EVERY Miege
student an advantage in their pursuit of a college education

The graph on the left shows 
the impact of the ACT Prep 
program on the class of 2012 by:

n  Calculating the increase in score 
of each graduate on the ACT from 
sophomore year to their final ACT 
as a senior

n  This “actual growth” score is 
then compared to the “expected 
growth” based on normed ACT 
data

n  50 percent of the Class of 2012 
exceeded the top range for 
growth

What are some recent trends of 
Miege students and the ACT?

n  The Class of 2012 far exceeded 
the expected growth, with 68 
percent of the class meeting or 
surpassing the top of the expected 
range of growth

n  28 students (more than 13 percent 
of the class) scored 30 or above on 
the test

n  Russell Gray and Catherine Strayhall 
(top right) qualified as National 
Merit Finalists by virtue of their 
scores on the PSAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test. They are among just 15,000 

Finalists, who represent fewer 
than one percent of u.S. seniors 

n  Gray and fellow seniors Daniel 
Mitchell and Andy Slettehaugh 
earned 35s on the ACT!

n  Rachel Schaff, Megan Wancura, 
and Laura DeDecker (bottom 
right) received recognition as 
National Merit Commended 
Students for their performance  
on the PSAT

Andy SlettehaughDaniel Mitchell

WHAT MAKES BISHOP MIEGE EXCEPTIONAL?

What makes the ACT Prep 
Program at Miege unique?

n  Our approach to ACT prep begins 
with a commitment from the 
school and teachers to provide 
this one-of-a-kind program

n   Data-driven instruction, with 
data individualized by teacher, 
classroom and student 

n  uses college readiness standards

n  Most high schools offer only 
semester-long courses, or work 
shops during non-school hours

What makes this program so 
important?

n  ACT score and GPA combine 
to form 90% of admissions and 
scholarship criteria for colleges

n  As scores increase, so does financial 
assistance  and college acceptance 
opportunities (see chart below)

n  Even a small improvement in 
test scores (only 1 or 2 points) 
can make a huge difference 
in scholarship amounts. For 
instance, at a midwest private 

college, a 27 can net $8,000 more 
than a 26 (see chart below)

n   The average scholarship amount 
offered to Miege graduates 
climbed again in 2012, and the 
last three graduating classes have 
earned an average of $25,000 to 
$32,000 per student

What are the advantages of 
Miege’s ACT Program?

n  Includes ALL students

n  Features regular communication 
with home

n  Students receive more practice 
because the program is 
imbedded in their core classes 
(Math, Science, English and 
Social Studies)

n  Students are part of a long-range 
approach spanning three years, 
rather than expensive crash 
courses or workshops

n  Every student takes a retired 
practice test twice a year, 
reducing anxiety and increasing 
experience by the time they take 
the actual test

n  Three actual ACT tests are 
administered at Miege per year

The Method

The Results

Measuring Success – the Value Added Approach
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“I think the practices are harder 
than the ACT, so when you get to 
the ACT it’s easier than what you’ve 
prepared for.”

-Daniel Mitchell

“My English class, social stud-
ies class, science class — we all do 
practice tests and we go through 
all the questions, so I didn’t really 
feel like I had to do anything on my 
own (to prepare for the ACT), since 
I prepared so much at school.”

-Russell Gray

“I’ve raised my ACT score by 10 
points since beginning high school.” 

-Andy Slettehaugh.

"I remember feeling very anxious 
my freshman year just hearing 
the acronym ACT, but as the years 
went by I began to feel more and 
more prepared for the actual test. 
My score increased by seven points 
since the first time I took the 
practice exam freshman year; the 
improvement alone sums up the 
benefits I have experienced with the 
ACT Prep Program.”

-Rachel Schaff

“I do think I was better prepared to 
take the ACT because of the ACT 
Prep Program. A major benefit 
of the ACT Prep Program is that 
you’re able to take the test so many 
times, which helps familiarize you 
with the format.  Also, taking the 
test at Miege in a setting I was used 
to and with a lot of people I knew 
really helped.”

-Catherine Strayhall
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What is the impact of attending a 
Catholic high school?

n   All teens are challenged by negative influences 
that test their faith. Catholic schools strive 
to instill beliefs, values and standards that 
students will carry all their lives

n  Students who attend Catholic high school 
are twice as likely to attend weekly Mass 
after graduation than students who attend 
Catholic elementary school only

n  Daily opportunity for teens to learn, grow, 
practice and live their faith

n Positive peer pressure

n  Life-altering theological instruction and 
faith-fused curriculum

n  High expectations for behavior and 
performance in all areas of school

What opportunities are students given 
to practice their faith?

n  Liturgy is celebrated in a variety of settings 
including the total school community, grade level 
classes, retreats and individual theology classes

n  Rosary Prayer Intentions are held on Thursday 
mornings, and Eucharistic Adoration takes 
place every Friday

n  Communal reconciliation services are held each 
year for all students during Advent and Lent

n  Private reconciliation is also available with 
our chaplain

n Grade-specific retreats

In what ways are Miege students 
encouraged to grow in their faith?

n  The Campus Ministry Team invites all students 
to become involved with various activities and 
opportunities designed to serve others

n  The team is responsible for planning liturgies, 
peer ministry, service projects, prayer groups 
and retreats

n  Students meet regularly during activity 
periods and before and after school 

n  Around 300 students participate each year

How are Bishop Miege students expected 
to live their faith?

n  The Community Service Program 
requirement is an important part of the 
Catholic Education Program at Miege, giving 
students the opportunity to learn about and 
to serve those who are in need

n  Students must earn 80 hours of service over 
four years, including at least 40 hours serving 
those who are less fortunate

n  Miege students have earned a national 
reputation for being deeply committed to 
serving others, and are often called upon by 
the National Relief Network to help in areas 
affected by natural disaster

n  Spring break, Christmas break and summer 
mission trips are examples of many ways 
students can earn service hours while 
deepening their relationship with Christ. 

What Theology courses are required     
at Bishop Miege?

n The Revelation of Jesus Christ in Scripture

n Jesus Christ’s Mission Continues in the Church

n  Sacraments as Privileged Encounters with 
Jesus Christ

n Life in Christ (Morality)

n Theology of the Body

n Responding to the Call of Jesus Christ

n Living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in Society  

What is Faculty Faith Formation?

n  The Miege faculty continues their study of the 
Catechism with eight half-days dedicated to 
faith formation.

n  On these days, faculty focus on the four 
pillars of faith formation: Intellectual 
Formation, Interior Formation, Community 
Building and Planning for the Apostolate

n  All teachers present Catholic Infusion lessons 
in their regular classes

Why is Faculty Faith Formation important?

n  Much like a child’s faith formation at home 
begins with his or her parents, at school that 
very important responsibility belongs to the 
faculty and staff

n  This program of faith formation is designed 
to deepen the faculty’s relationship with Jesus 
Christ and truly make Bishop Miege a faith-
based environment

SIMPLY THE BEST

SPIRITuAL GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT
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What are the highlights of the $24 
million improvements Bishop Miege has 
made to its facilities  in recent years?

n  Beautifully renovated chapel

n  12,400-square-foot Kincaid Media Center

n  Computer and science labs

n  Additional classrooms

n  New stadium

n  Acquisition of North Campus for added 
practice fields, gym and space for multiple 
activities

What are Miege’s technology goals?

n  Improved classroom instruction

n  Increased communication between home  and 
school

n  Better preparation for college and career

What kind of access do students have to 
computers that serve their educational needs?

n  Five computer labs for various purposes 
throughout the building

n  Computers for general research and usage in 
our Kincaid Media Center

n  Other clusters of computers available for research 
in the debate/forensics room, and for college 
and career planning in the Guidance Office 

n  iMac computers in Journalism and Video 
Production classrooms

How do SmartBoards in every classroom 
enhance our teachers’ ability to deliver 
curriculum?

n  Teachers can easily save and upload classroom 
notes

n  Allows teachers to create and manipulate 
learning tools such as mathematical equations 
and Spanish  verb conjugations

n  Gives students the opportunity to interact with 
course content 

n  Gives students immediate and focused use of 
the Internet and its many resources 

n  Gives teachers the best tool for presenting 
instructional material in multiple formats

n  Makes many of our courses accessible 
through the Internet with our online course 
management systems

How does Miege’s technology support 
school-to-home communication?

n   Miege is committed to partnering with 
parents in educating our students.  Accurate 
communication of student progress is available 
in real time using Powerschool

n  Powerschool allows parents and students to 
see grades, discipline, attendance, and other 
information at any time

n  Students and parents will also have an online 
platform through which assignments and 
even assessments can be communicated and 
completed called Bishop Miege Moodle

Why doesn’t Miege put a laptop in each 
students hands?

n  While technology offers expanded resources, 
we realize teaching is a human experience, and 
real engagement comes from great teachers 
with interesting lesson plans. One result of 
computer usage is that it inhibits creative 
thinking, human interaction and attention 
spans. Therefore, our implementation 
of technology has been done with these 
limitations in mind

n  Miege has focused its technology 
improvements on proven ways to increase 
student achievement. At the same time, there 
is no evidence that personal devices help kids 
learn more, better, or faster

n  We utilize the Internet with all our courses 
outside of class time for communication 
of course content and other purposes, and 
spreadsheets and word processors during 
school in our multiple computer labs when 
advantageous to do so.  Students at Miege 
have a robust and growing experience with 
computers that is academically focused

SIMPLY THE BEST

FACILITIES, RESOuRCES AND TECHNOLOGY



nationwide. Qualifying programs 
must earn 200 degrees or more in 
the last year. Teams earn degrees by 
the number of students enrolled in 
a debating program, and the points 
earned in competition. 

ExTRA SuCCESS
➍ In its second year under director 
Emily McGinnis, the Bishop Miege 
band continues to make amazing 
strides. In addition to excellent concert 
performances, 2012 saw the debut of 
the Miege Pep Band and Drum Line, 
with many members playing in each 

group. The ensembles performed for 
the first time at pregame and halftime 
of the home football game on Oct. 12.

After a rigorous audition on Nov. 10, 
the following students were selected for 
All-District music honors: Austin Bush 
(band) Dan Fines (choir), Mike Needham 
(choir) and Abby Parra (choir). They 
attended the Kansas Music Educators 
Association Festival on Dec. 1.

The Theater Department gave 
audiences stellar performances of 
the fall musical, Leader of the Pack, in 

November, and the winter play, Much 
Ado About Nothing, in February. Next 
up for the Theater Department are 
Spring One Acts on April 18 and 19. 

With the excellent leadership of our 
student council and the help of many 
volunteers, Bishop Miege continues 
to enjoy very successful student 
fundraisers throughout the year to help 
meet our annual operating expenses.

➎ The Stag Robotics “Team 1997” is 
busy preparing for the 2013 Greater 
Kansas City FIRST Robotics 

Championship regional, which will 
take place March 14-16 at Hale Arena. 
There they will compete against other 
machines tasked with accurately 
scoring Frisbees into target areas. 
Miege placed 10th out of 64 teams at 
last year’s competition.

➏ Miege football returned to the state 
championship game for the first time 
since 2009 with a remarkable and 
thrilling run through the playoffs. The 
Stags defeated Aquinas 9-6 on the Saints’ 
home field in the sub-state final to reach 
the 5A title game in Emporia.

SINGING OuR 
SCHOOL’S PRAISES
ANSWERING GOD’S CAll
➊ Bishop Miege senior Dean Wheeler 
will be one of two new seminarians 
from the Archdiocese of Kansas City 
in Kansas next fall. Wheeler will study 
at Cardinal Glennon College in St. 

Louis, and will take 
general courses 
at Saint Louis 
university. He will 
be studying for a 
bachelor’s degree 
in philosophy 
and, ultimately, a 
graduate degree 

in divinity and theology.  He must 
complete eight total years of seminary 
to be ordained a priest. 

PROuD SERvICE OF OTHERS
➋ Miege students have a national 
reputation for being deeply committed 
to serving others, and they continue 
to earn this distinction. Hundreds 
of students every year choose to give 
up their spring breaks and Christmas 
breaks, as well as weeks of their 
summer, participating in mission trips 
around the country.  

The Campus Ministry Team remains 
a true hallmark of Miege’s community 
of faith. CMT was instituted to provide 
students an opportunity to minister 
to the Miege community.  Some of the 
local organizations regularly supported 
by Miege students are:

n   uplift
n   Restart
n    Harvesters
n   Bickford House
n   Alexandra’s House
n   Mid America Games
n   Synergy Services
n   Migrant Worker Project
n   Christmas in October

STuDENT MENTORS
Bishop Miege students have teamed 
with Gordon Parks Elementary 
School in a mentoring program called 
S.M.I.L.E. “Students Mentoring to 
Inspire Leadership and Effort” was a 
grassroots effort by Miege students to 
get into the classroom and talk to the 
kids. Miege students talk about safety, 
teamwork, achievement, respect and 
service. As an end-of-the-year suprise, 
the Miege S.M.I.L.E. team provided 
an ice cream truck for field day. 

MIEGE ON THE MARCH
➌ On Jan. 23, more than 70 Miege 
students, faculty and volunteers 
participated in the 40th Annual March 
For Life in Washington, D.C., and 
more than 30 traveled to the capitol in 
Topeka to participate in the Topeka 
Rally For Life.

ACADEMIC ACHIEvEMENT
Congratulations to senior Laura 
DeDecker for being named an Academic 
All-American by the National Forensics 
League! This award recognizes students 
who have earned a 3.7 GPA, received 

a score of 27 or 
higher on the ACT 
or SAT combined 
score of 2000, and 
has demonstrated 
outstanding 
character and 
leadership!

The National Forensic League has 
recognized Bishop Miege’s speech and 
debate program as one of the nation’s 
finest. Miege earned a spot on the 
league’s “200 Club,” which recognizes 
the top five percent of league chapters 

DeDecker

Wheeler

PRIDE OF MIEGE
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➐ The Bishop Miege boys’ soccer team capped 

a dominant season by dispatching defending 

state champion Liberal 3-1 in the title game. 

With a record of 18-2-1, 

Miege set a new school 

standard for victories 

during a season. It was the 

third state championship 

for Miege, and the first 

since 2000. In a span of 

less than two weeks, Miege 

knocked off Washington, St. James, Saint 

Thomas Aquinas, Wichita-Kapaun Mt. Carmel, 

and finally Liberal. In those five games, Miege 

scored 20 times, while surrendering just three 

goals. Other highlights for Stag soccer this year 

included:

n   Joe Huppe earned his 200th victory as head 

coach

n   Aidan Kuhls was named a National Soccer 

Coaches Association of America All-

American, becoming the first Miege student 

to ever achieve this status. Kulhs also joined 

Brandon Ramirez on the NSCAA All-

Midwest Region team.

➑ Seniors Becky Cazares (Virginia 

Commonwealth, volleyball), Alexis Hughes 

(Missouri State, basketball) and Jordan Tucker 

(Duke, volleyball) are 

joined by family, friends 

and coaches in the Miege 

auditorium as they sign 

their collegiate letters of 

intent on Nov. 14. Tucker 

earned numerous honors 

and awards this past 

volleyball season, including:

n  Kansas 5A Player of the Year 

n  EKL Player of the Year 

n  All-Metro and MoKan All-Star 

n  Evelyn Gates Award finalist 

n  Gatorade Player of the Year finalist 

n  under Armour All-American 2nd team 

➒ The boys’ swim team shattered a whopping 

four school records in 2012, and Jack Wirtz 

and Ben Rucker were selected to the All 

State Swimming Team. At the 5A State swim 

meet, Wirtz set a new Miege mark in the 100 

Freestyle while placing fifth. He also finished 

fourth in the 50 Freestyle. Rucker’s school 

record came in the 200 Freestyle, where he 

placed seventh. Miege’s 200 Free Relay team 

of Wirtz, Rucker, McKinley Merrill and John 

Pawlewicz set a school record while finishing 

seventh.

SINGING OuR SCHOOL’S PRAISES
PRIDE OF MIEGE

kuhls

tucker
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You can help ...
To learn more about assisting with Bishop Miege’s 
recruiting process, please consider the following:

n  Be a representative in your parish or grade school 

n  Host a small in-home gathering

Please contact Director of Admissions Patti Marnett 
at 913-262-2701, ext. 226.

5041 REINHARDT DRIVE
SHAWNEE MISSION, KS 66205


